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Bywash at Long Island is gone. The reach is twenty-six miles 
long. The consequences will be serious.  

I sent you a sketch of Long Island from some old Township 
plans that I have. There are more perfect plans at Col. Coffins 
Ordnance Land Office but I could not borrow one to take a 
tracing from during Col. Coffins’ absence. The first waste weir 
built was of stone and was carried away in 1837 – the Ord-
nance made an appropriation of £12,000 [$48,000] to rebuild 
it but being made of timber the cost was £3000 [$12,000] and 
the time it took to complete the work was six weeks. A small 
steamer was chartered to carry stores and run to Bytown; a 
large force was working day and night. In 1844 the center part 
of the work was lowered 4 feet, 45 feet wide so as to run off 
the water to remove some shoals in the channel above. This 
remained until 1847, when the superstructure went away 
(consisting of framed bents and stop logs making 8 openings 
15 feet wide each.) This was repaired by McIntosh in 1847 at a 
cost of £600 [$2400]. At that time the lower works were so 
much decayed that after boring through the new timber he 
could drive the pins into the old timber. He had an 
opportunity of saving the lowest timbers before they were
carried away, and not a sound inch of timber could be 
discovered, they were all thoroughly decayed, the river has 
now made a much more extensive breach through the 
channel than formerly. 

This is an artificial channel cut through Nicholson’s Island thro 
which the whole of this river is now running – it is upward of 
200 feet wide and the banks are 25 to 35 feet high, standing 
nearly perpendicular and occasionally falling. There is no rock 
here, the earth is little better than dried mud and it is useless 
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to think of attempting to reconstruct another work in this 
place, in the face of the whole river. Mud Creek is a smaller 
channel and is now dry – The most feasible plan that offers, 
indeed from present appearances I think it is the only plan 
that is left to us is to make a tight dam running from the foot 
of Long Island to the stone dam (Running from the head of the 
locks). This will be crib work filled with stone and sheathed in 
the front and covered with earth on both sides, about 200 
feet in length on top and 15 to 20 feet high in the center. 

Towards the head of Long Island is the west channel there is a 
rocky ridge it is a rough place but it appears to be the best site 
for the new waste weir, the water is still very high and rapid 
and the plans are not fully considered but men are in the 
mean time getting timber which has been spaced from 3 to 4 
per foot. 

I do not feel authorized to incur the large expenditures that 
will be necessary without some specific instructions from the 
Department but until I receive instructions I shall continue to 
be going on with the work by the day; except procuring of 
Materials which will always be done by Contract.  

 

I have the honor to be 
 Sir 
 Your obedient servant 
 James D. Slater  
RDOC (Rideau and Ottawa Canals) 

T.A. Begley, Esq.  
Secretary, 

…a dam on the River Tay had given way causing the 
extraordinary rise in the Rideau – we were quite provided 
against – any ordinary freshets as I had not the slightest 
confidence in the old situation that is gone. 
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I believe no other damage of any consequence has been 
sustained. 
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Rideau & Ottawa Canals  

Memoranda prepared by H. Killaly after a personal 
examination of the works of these canals, for the purpose of 
enabling the Chief Comm’nr of Public Works and to report 
upon the expediency of these Canals being assumed by the 
Province of Canada. 

Mr. Killaly having called for certain statements connected with 
these works, was furnished with the following, prepared by 
the Ordnance Store Keeper in Bytown.  

No. 1 – Showing “The Revenue from Tolls, etc.” for the years 
1851 – 1852 & 1853 – This statement is not satisfactory 
inasmuch as it does not separate the revenues from tolls from 
that from rents - & particularly as it gives only the revenues 
for the last 3 years & therefore does not show the great falling 
off on the revenue for the last 7 years – the total revenue for 
these 3 years amounts to £8393.19.11 [$33,576] say an 
annual average of £2797.19.11 [$11,200]. [Underlining in 
original text] 

No. 2 – By the statement, the annual receipts from Land & 
Mill sites is set down as £171.6.2 [$684] which wd. [sic] leave 
the annual revenue from the tolls for these 3 years as 
£2626.13.9 [$10,508] --- of this £171.6.2, £130 [$520] would 
appear to be from Mill Rents, leaving but £41.6.2 [$165] as 
the annual receipts, from the lands along the line shown in 
No. 3 to be 22,192 acres, of which about one half is 
submerged – this statement is also very incomplete, as it does 
not embrace the Bytown lots (and called for by Mr. Killaly) 
which are admitted to be not necessary for military purposes 
& most of which have accordingly been leased for building & 
produce as Mr. Killaly knows (not officially) about £2500 
[$10,000] per annum --- this statement is further incomplete, 
as of the 11,752 acres stated in No 3 to be in water, it leaves 
but 721 acres as leased, but adds in a note appended to the 
statement that “ those several tenants at [aile?] holding said 
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[?] portions of land on the Rideau & Ottawa Canals at 
moderate rents” -- the amount of which is not given. 

No. 4 – In a statement showing the amount expended on the 
repair of those canals for each of the last 7 years ending 31 
December 1853 – the average amount annually expended for 
these 7 years would be £7217 [$28,868] – but dividing those 7 
years so as to contrast the expenditure with the receipts as 
given in the former schedules, the average expenditure for 
the first 4 years would be £9236 [$36,944] & for the last 3 
years would be but £4526 [$18,104] annually – It will be 
observed by the manner the schedule was given, while the 
decrease in the leasing of the last 3 years below the preceding 
4 years is not given, a great decrease is shown in the ex-
penditure for the last 3 years. But this is the result, in part, of 
little having been done, especially during the last years, -- & it 
is not to assumed therefrom that there is now not much 
required to be expended, as will hereafter be shown. 

No. 5 – In a statement showing the Cost of the Establishment 
which amounts to £6372.5.0 [$25,488] per annum on these 
Canals, as shown by Schedule 1 – the gross leasing is 
£2797.19.11 [$11,188] per annum. 

The annual expenditure for the corresponding years is – on 
average £4528 [$18,112]. 

Annual Cost of Establishment £6,372 [$25,488].  

£10,900 [$43,600].  

deduct revenue £2797 [$11,188].  

annual deficit £8,103 [$32,412]. 

The preceding it is seen that the Revenue fails that of the 
expenditure annually by £8103 – the expenditure being taken 
from the average of the last 3 years – but in the opinion of the 
Works, the average must be necessarily greatly exceeded by 
the expenditure for some years to come. 
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The Canal is generally in good order as to the works, still 
requires such outlay – the entire side of the lock at Brewers 
Lower Mills must be at once taken down and rebuilt, which 
besides stopping the navigation for 2 months may cost £2500 
[$10,000]– at Kingston Mills locks, there is a leak in the Basin
wall which require to be considered, & a pair of gates is 
required. The dam at Brewers Lock is in a very bad state – 
Upper Brewers Mills – a good deal of leak at lower gates –  

Merrickville Locks – sluices of center lock want repair – one of 
the east gates to be sanded[?] a bridge over the lock chamber 
causes great detention & inconvenience to the inhabitants of 
this leading town – it should be placed over the lock walls of 
the Lock 

There is not a single pair of spare gates on the canal to make 
use of in case of accident. 

The undersigned is of opinion that the several contemplated 
lines of action (some in progress) will materially interfere with 
the [economy?] trade of the canal to complete at all with 
which, several very bad bends which prevent navigation on 
dark & foggy nights, must be removed by dredging or oth-
erwise – there are also several shoals which should be 
removed - & the deposit from some of the saw mills is already 
injuring operating.  

H. H. Killaly  

Montreal 12th March 1852 


