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W 
elcome to the newsletter of the Rideau Heritage Network. Our organization dates 
back to 2005 when we first established our network of Canal Corridor heritage 

groups. Our goal is to foster and support efforts to conserve the heritage character of the 
Rideau Canal Corridor. We offered a variety of workshops and other ways for the Canal's 
heritage groups to share experiences and challenges in their communities. The large turn-
outs at our semi annual workshops clearly indicated that there is interest in a corridor wide 
network. 

T 
hrough the generous support of the Friends of the Rideau, we have been able to rein-
vigorate the network. During the next 6 months Marnie Layng  will provide program 

coordination for the Friends of the Rideau and the Rideau Heritage Network. Marnie has a 
wealth of experience in business / project management and has a keen interest in the 
Rideau Canal. We look forward to a successful partnership with the Friends to achieve the 
objectives for both organizations. 

T 
his is an important time for heritage along the Canal. The Parks Canada initiative to 
encourage the conservation of the setting of the Canal through the  Rideau Landscape 

Strategy is our best opportunity to influence the direction of heritage conservation. The 
Rideau Heritage Network can play an important role in this process.  We have identified a 
number of projects that will feed into the strategy. Your contribution will be vital to its       
success. We plan a series of monthly newsletters to keep you informed and engaged in the 

activities of the Network. Please call us if you have any questions• 

Manuel Stevens, Chair 
Rideau Heritage Network 

Rideau Canal ConnectionsRideau Canal ConnectionsRideau Canal ConnectionsRideau Canal Connections    

WHY WE NEED A RIDEAU HERITAGE NETWORK 

By Andrew Jeanes, Ministry of Tourism and Culture  

May 26, 2010 

T 
he Rideau Heritage Network was formed in 2005 with the goals of nurturing, celebrat-

ing and promoting the conservation of cultural heritage resources along the Rideau 

Canal corridor. The network brought together many governmental and non-governmental 

organizations with a stake in the cultural heritage—not just of the canal—but of the cities, 

towns and villages, the rural landscapes and all other defining elements of this distinctive 

physical and cultural region  

Five years later, the goals of the network remain just as relevant. The UNESCO World Heri-
tage Site designation and celebrations of the 175

th
 anniversary of the Rideau Canal in 2007 

raised the profile of the canal as a place of outstanding universal heritage value and gave 
new emphasis to the need for good stewardship of cultural heritage resources along the 
canal corridor. In 2010, as Rideau Corridor municipalities, First Nations and the federal and 
provincial governments work together to develop the Rideau Corridor Landscape Strategy, 
the Rideau Heritage Network has the opportunity to be influential in ensuring that conserv-
ing cultural heritage resources is a top priority in decision making for the future 

(Con’t Pg. 3) 
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THE VALUE OF THE RHN  (CON’T FROM PG 1) 

“More 

importantly the 

Rideau Heritage 

Network is an  

avenue for 

sharing 

information and 

knowledge.” 

the region.  

More importantly, the Rideau Heritage Network is an avenue for sharing information and 
knowledge among its membership. No two member organizations or municipalities are  
exactly alike, but there are lessons that each can share about its challenges,  successes—
and even not-so-successful endeavours—in conserving cultural heritage along the corri-
dor. 

Whether sharing ideas for commemorative tools, such as plaques, maps or websites, or 
building capacity and understanding of formal heritage and land use planning tools—
including the Ontario Heritage Act, the Planning Act and the Provincial Policy Statement—
the Rideau Heritage Network has an invaluable role to play in bringing people together to 
establish the best ways of working together to identify, protect and promote the cultural 

heritage resources of the Rideau Corridor • 

THE CULTURAL-HERITAGE LANDSCAPES OF THE RIDEAU 

CORRIDOR: A PILOT STUDY   

This monograph investigates the cultural 
heritage resources of the Rideau Canal-
Kingston Fortifications World Heritage Site 
and its geographical setting. Further, it is 
meant to stimulate understanding and action 
by government agencies, public and private 
organizations, and landowners to better con-
serve these cultural landscape values.  

To this end, the first step is to undertake a 
comprehensive assessment of the distinctive 
character of the Rideau Canal Corridor. Such 
a process will identify the elements that    
contribute to the overall heritage value of the 
Corridor, their integrity, and any threats to 
their survival. Accordingly, we are examining 
the diagnostic features and rich diversity and 
complexity of the following sections of the 
southern part of the Rideau Corridor:  

• Kingston Outer Harbour. 

• Kingston Inner Harbour. 

• The Great Cataraqui Marsh. King-
ston Mills Lock-station. 

• Colonel By Lake and the River Styx 
to Lower Brewers Lock-station. 

• Lower Brewers Lock-station. 

• Lower Brewers Lock-station to     
Upper Brewers Lock-station. 

• Upper Brewers Lock-station.  

• Cranberry and Dog Lakes to Burnt 
Hills Road. 

Hopefully, by raising awareness of the 
concept of “cultural-heritage landscapes,” 
and by identifying those whose integrity is 
under threat, this study will influence    
planning and land use decisions. It will 
also suggest appropriate actions for the 
protection of the integrity of the material 
and intangible heritage of the Rideau   

Corridor • 

Brian S. Osborne 

Marcus Letourneau 

Manuel Stevens 
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 REPORT FROM HERITAGE NORTH GRENVILLE   

By Rowena Cooper, Chairperson Heritage North Grenville  

 The Municipal Heritage Committee in North Grenville has had an interesting year. The Mu-

nicipality owns several heritage buildings, some of which have been designated under Part 

IV of the Ontario Heritage Act. At the end of the summer of 2009, the Acton’s Corners 

Schoolhouse, the Oxford-on-Rideau Town Hall in Oxford Mills, the Carnegie Library in 

Kemptville, the old Fire Hall (Armoury) in Kemptville and the old Kemptville Town Hall were 

all declared surplus to the needs of the Municipality.   

In response to an idea put forward by Debb Hossack of the Ministry of Culture, Professors 

Herb Stovel and Jim Mountain from Carleton University were approached and asked if their 

students could assist the Municipality with ideas on adaptive re-use for all the buildings as 

well as for the Kemptville High School, which will also soon be looking for a new owner. At 

the beginning of October, about 35 Carleton master’s students arrived in Kemptville, they 

were greeted by Councillors Terry Butler, Barb Tobin and Tim Sutton and then  divided into 

groups to look in-depth at each of the buildings. Each group had a member of the North 

Grenville MHC assigned to them to act as guides and to give information on the buildings.   

All the members of the committee were really impressed by the enthusiasm and expertise 

shown by these young people, and we waited with baited breath until the end of November 

for their reports.   

The MHC was pleased that Mayor Bill Gooch attended the presentations given by the stu-

dents on their ideas which ranged from an indoor market for the old Fire Hall, to a resi-

dence for the Acton’s Corners Schoolhouse and an information centre for the Carnegie 

Library.  

Since that time Council has decided that the Oxford-on-Rideau Town Hall in Oxford Mills 

should probably be retained by the Municipality as it is a National Historic Site as well as 

being designated under the    Ontario Heritage Act.  At the present time the building still 

contains the Oxford Mills branch of the Library, so it is in use.   

Part of the old Kemptville Town Hall has since been rented for one year to the North Gren-

ville Historical Society which shares the building with the Provincial Court.  The NGHS will 

operate a small museum and archives from the premises. 

As of writing this, the Senior Management Team at North Grenville has recommended to 

Council that the Carnegie Library, the Acton’s Corners Schoolhouse and the old Fire Hall 

(Armoury) be sold.  The Municipal Heritage Committee has been consulted and is in the 

process of writing a report to Council • 

 

THE RIDEAU CANAL 

A World Heritage Site Since 2007 
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PLANNING FOR THE LANDSCAPE OF A WORLD HERITAGE SITE  

by Heather Thomson, Parks Canada 

Anyone who experiences the Rideau Canal and the communities along its length will know 
they are in a very special place.  You might be a visitor – paddling through a narrow     
channel of spectacular natural beauty, walking down an historic street soaking in its      
character or driving through the rural countryside to visit a lockstation and watch the boats 
being locked through. You might be a resident – cycling or skating along the Canal, running 
a shop in one of its many towns and villages, working a family farm, or fishing along its 
shores near your cottage.  Whoever you are, the Rideau Canal Corridor is a place with a 
unique identity and a remarkable spirit.  

It’s uniqueness extends further; the Rideau Canal is also recognized as a 202km 
“slackwater” system of lakes, rivers and canal cuts created early in the 19

th
 century 

as a military supply route to protect Canada in the case of invasion by the United 
States. Along the route, the landscape changes from highly urban in Canada’s  
capital city of Ottawa, to rural farmland and small hamlets, to rugged wilderness in 
other areas.   

The rich history, remarkable engineering features and natural beauty make it no 
surprise that the Rideau waterway has been honoured with many distinctions. It 
was designated a National Historic Site of Canada in 1925. It was designated a  
Canadian Heritage River in 2000. Parts of it share in the Frontenac Arch UNESCO 

Biosphere Reserve designated in 2002. In 2007, the Rideau Canal was inscribed by 
UNESCO on the World Heritage List. And in 2008, the National Geographic Society de-
clared the Rideau the second most authentic, sustainable tourist destination in the world. 

Behind each of these distinctions is an army of people dedicated to the conservation and 
celebration of the Rideau Waterway. Not only are these titles an honour, but each one 
represents another milestone along the road to building an understanding of the values of 
the Rideau and its corridor and a commitment to conserve these values. 

When the Rideau Canal was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the World      
Heritage Committee recommended that “following completion of the study of the visual   
setting of the canal, consideration be given to strengthening its visual protection outside the 
buffer zone, in order to ensure the visual values of the setting are protected alongside    
environmental values.” 

 This recommendation is timely given the ongoing development pressures faced by        
municipalities and other authorities responsible for land use planning and economic       
development decisions on property in the Rideau corridor. There is a growing interest for 
new development along the Corridor. This includes such residential developments as    
condominiums, subdivisions and cottage lots, commercial enterprises such as box stores, 
strip malls, hotels, tourism facilities and trailer parks. There is also new interest in energy 
production facilities, and even mining operations. It follows, therefore, that various levels of 
government are faced with difficult decisions about how development should take place.   

Subsequently, a coordinated, strategic approach is needed to ensure the development of 
strong, sustainable communities along the Rideau, the conservation of the unique character 
of the canal corridor and the realization of economic potential for a region centred on this 
new World Heritage Site. 

Parks Canada has taken a lead role in engaging a wide range of partners in meetings and 
discussions on what is called the Rideau Corridor Landscape Strategy. This initiative has 
several goals: to serve as a foundation for cooperation between First Nations, municipal, 
provincial, federal governments and others; to raise awareness about the values of the 

The Rideau Corridor Landscape Strategy 

The Rideau 

Corridor 

Landscape 

Strategy 

represents a 

significant 

opportunity to 

pool our efforts 

and work 

together in new 

ways.   
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Rideau Canal corridor; and to promote new 
ways of thinking about development.      
During initial efforts to engage municipali-
ties in the Rideau Corridor Landscape  
Strategy, Parks Canada obtained resolu-
tions of support from twelve of the thirteen 
Rideau corridor municipalities. This indi-
cated an enormous pledge of dedication 
and enthusiasm for the initiative all along 
the corridor.   

To move the Rideau Corridor 
Landscape Strategy forward even 
further, Parks Canada, in partner-
ship with  the provincial ministries 
of Tourism and Culture held a 
“Rideau Landscape Forum” in 
April 2009 which brought together 
over 130 people from a wide 
range of organizations across the 
Rideau corridor. The purpose of 
the forum was to enable partici-

pants to speak openly about their values, 
ideas and concerns regarding the Rideau 
Corridor and the Rideau Corridor  
Landscape Strategy.   
 
Further to direction from the participants at 
the Rideau Landscape Forum, other key 
meetings with First Nations, municipalities, 
provincial ministries and other key partners 
were initiated and a governance model for 
the Rideau Corridor Landscape Strategy 
was developed. This governance model, 
consisting of a Steering Committee and 
various Advisory Groups was announced at 
the Rideau Corridor Forum for the Future in 
November 2009. The Steering Committee is 
made up of a representative from each of 

the Rideau Corridor municipalities, the    
Algonquins of Ontario, Parks Canada, the 
Rideau Valley Conservation Authority, the 
Cataraqui Region Conservation Authority, 
the National Capital Commission and the 
Province of Ontario.   
  
An initial meeting was held in early January 
to discuss steps for the near future. Devel-
oping a Terms of Reference for the Steering 
Committee in addition to a vision and key 
objectives were determined as top priorities.  
In accordance with the Rideau Corridor 
Landscape Strategy governance model, 
various Advisory Groups representing   
community interests and planning /        
technical advice will also be coordinated.   

One of the most important outcomes of the 
Rideau Corridor Landscape Strategy is that 
it will, and is already beginning to, create a 
foundation for cooperation across govern-
ments and organizations to ensure a strong 
vision and future for the Rideau Corridor.   

The Rideau Corridor Landscape Strategy 
represents a significant opportunity to pool 
our efforts and work together in new ways. 
As Rideau Canal Superintendent Gordon 
Giffin said at the Rideau Landscape Forum 
in April 2009, “This is not about Parks    
Canada, provincial agencies or municipal     
governments. This is not about conserva-
tion, tourism, development or history. This is 
about the future. It is about having a voice 
in ensuring the quality of our communities, 
building sustainable economies,   determin-
ing what we want as a legacy for our      
children, for the future.”  Previously published in 
the Newsletter of the Community Heritage Ontario • 

The Rideau Corridor Landscape Strategy   CON’T FROM PG. 4 

 

EACH MEMBER OF THE RIDEAU HERITAGE NETWORK  

PLAYS A KEY ROLE IN THE  

CONSERVATION OF THE CULTURAL  

RESOURCES OF THE RIDEAU CANAL CORRIDOR 

Visit our website and get involved! 

http://www.rideau-info.com/heritagenetwork/index.html  
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CONSERVING TRADITIONAL FARM BUILDINGS  -  PART ONE 

Susan Millar, former coordinator for the Rideau Heritage Network, recently           
completed a Master of Science in Historic Conservation at Oxford Brookes            
University, Oxford, England. Her dissertation aimed to gain a better understanding of 
the conservation and management of traditional farm buildings in Canada, with refer-
ence to the Rideau Canal Corridor study area. As much work has been undertaken in 
England to understand and conserve farm buildings and their associated land-
scapes, an analysis of this work and subsequent recommendations for potential   
application to the Canadian context are proposed. Delivered in a four-part series, 
Part 1 provides an introduction to the topic, and investigates the many values of   
traditional farm buildings recognised in England. 

Introduction 

Based on personal observation and relevant 
work experience, it is felt that there is little 
awareness and  

understanding of the      
significance and potential of 
traditional farm buildings in 
Canada.  While agriculture 
has a deeply rooted history 
in Canada, much needs to 
be done to understand and 
p ro tec t  t hese  ru ra l          
vernacular buildings. Con-
servation work tends to  
focus on urban buildings, 
while the surrounding rural 
landscape accumulates 

neglected and deteriorating traditional farm 
buildings deemed redundant as they fail to 
perform their intended agricultural function. 
Not only does this decay deteriorate the sur-
rounding rural landscape, but it also repre-
sents a loss of a potentially valuable asset – 
historically, aesthetically, culturally, socially, 

and perhaps most importantly, economically. 

The study begins with an analysis of         
traditional farm buildings in the Rideau Canal 
Corridor, supported by understandings of the 
study area, the agriculture industry, and the 
policies which are in place to protect signifi-
cant structures. As it is recognised that much 
work has been undertaken in England to un-
derstand traditional farm buildings and the 
role they play in the countryside, the study 
then turns to investigate and analyse how 
traditional farm buildings are understood, 
conserved and managed in that country. A 
comparative analysis is then undertaken  
between the two countries, and opportunities 
and recommendations for potential           
application in Canada are proposed. 

Why Do Traditional Farm Buildings  

Matter?  

The British Perspective 

It is important to first understand why tradi-
tional farm buildings matter before one can 
see the value in conserving and managing 
them for future generations. This is very 
important not only for government and    
policy-makers, but perhaps more impor-
tantly, for the citizens who are owners and 
guardians of this built heritage resource. 

Historic Asset 

The historic built environment plays a     
crucial role in understanding the evolution 
and identity of individuals, communities and 
the nation as a whole. As a finite resource 
and irreplaceable asset, the physical      
remains of the past contribute to an under-
standing of both the past and the future.  
While it is often easier to understand and 
validate the conservation of the 
‘extraordinary’ or ‘nationally significant,’ it is 
also important to appreciate the ‘ordinary’ 
and ‘locally significant.’  With respect to  
traditional farm buildings specifically, they 
provide evidence for the long history of 
farming and settlement, land tenure,      
economic development and social  organi-
sation within the English countryside. The 
location and arrangement of farmsteads in 
the landscape reflect how agriculture devel-
oped with technological advances (Figure 
1), while the layout, quantity and types of 
farm buildings can reflect regional variations 
of agricultural use. Traditional farm       
buildings also play a critical role in under-
standing the development of agricultural 
technologies and practices, as exemplified 
by an eighteenth century barn at Probus, 
Cornwall, which was adapted for the world’s 
first agricultural steam engine, designed by 
Richard Trevithick.   

Figure 1:  

An example of a 

farmstead that  

incorporated a 

fixed steam engine 

to drive threshing 

and other crop and 

fodder processing 

equipment.  

Bedfordshire,  

England. 

Figure 1 
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CONSERVING TRADITIONAL FARM BUILDINGS—con’t from Page 6 

Public Value / Social Good 

By providing an historical record of the   
evolution of agriculture and the develop-
ment of the countryside, traditional farm 
buildings contribute to creating and        
sustaining a sense of regional and local 
distinctiveness and sense of place. This is 
valued not only by local communities but by 
domestic and international visitors as well. 
While most traditional farm buildings are in 
private ownership, they participate as part 
of the wider public realm, and are as      
important to the character of the country-
side as the field patterns and boundaries, 
as shown in Figure 2. 

By enhancing a familiar and appreciated 
locale, this resource adds to the quality of 
life within the countryside. As such, it em-
bodies social value as well as communal 
value as traditional farm buildings can    
provide meaning of a place for people who 
relate to it. Connected to these notions is 
the aesthetic value of traditional farm build-
ings, which derives from the ways in which 

people draw 
sensory and 
i n t e l l e c t u a l 
stimulation from 
a place. This 
results not only 
f r o m  t h e      
conscious, in-
tended design 
of a building, 
such as a barn 
designed to 
hold livestock, 

but also from the natural outcome of the 
way in which a farmstead has evolved and 
has been used over time.  

According to a study prepared for English 
Heritage on the social and economic im-
pacts of traditional farm building repair and 
reuse in the Lake District Environmentally 
Sensitive Area (ESA), traditional farm build-
ings are valued for their leisure and recrea-
tional uses, as well as for their contribution 
to the diversity and attractiveness of the 
countryside (Figure 3). Farm buildings have 
been converted for public use in the form of 
camping barns, farm shops and restau-
rants. For the Lake District ESA, these farm 

buildings are an important element in        
defining the character of the area and are a 
contributor to local distinctiveness.  

Economic Value  

Following an analysis of the importance of 
traditional farm buildings, it appears that   
policy and general discourse places the 
greatest emphasis on the economic value of 
conserving traditional farm buildings,        
although not necessarily for agricultural use.  
Policy guidance emphasises that conserva-
tion and economic growth are complemen-
tary objectives as historic buildings are a 
valuable resource and can contribute to the 
prosperity of the economy, provided that they 
are properly maintained. Through continued 
use and maintenance, traditional farm build-
ings can provide economic prosperity and 
support the diversification of the farming   
industry through a new agricultural use, or a 
commercial, industrial or residential use. Not 
only does this reflect the needs of a rapidly 
changing world, but it also supports wider 
rural regeneration and development initia-
tives. The historic environment is capable of 
an economic future; it is an asset we     
squander or degrade at our peril.   
 

The conservation of traditional farm buildings 
also has the potential to promote a prosper-
ous economy through generating employ-
ment and stimulating tourism. For example, it 
can promote traditional craft skills and  

employ local contractors for maintenance, 
repair and conservation work. With contrac-
tors In England generally located within a 10-
15 mile radius, it can keep money in the local 
economy. In the Lake District ESA, the repair 
and reuse of traditional farm buildings not 
only provided direct and indirect employment, 
but it also positively influenced the training 
and traditional skills base of young  people. 

Figure 2:  

The traditional stone 

farm buildings and 

low stone walls  

define this highly 

characteristic image 

of the Yorkshire 

Dales 

Figure 2 

Figure 3:  

A renovated bank 

barn in the Lake  

District is enjoyed 

by over 100,000 

walkers each year 

passing by on the 

five mile long public 

footpath between 

towns. 

Figure 3 
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New Program  

Coordinator for RHN & 

Friends of the Rideau 

Marnie Layng with one  

of her Schipperke 

Puppies. 

Marnie is a Project / Business 

Manager by profession which is 

good because for her organizing 

equals being happy.  Her family 

brings her the greatest joy  

though  and especially her three 

young grandchildren. 

Marnie’s  passion is her hobby 

which is the breeding, showing 

and training of purebred    

Schipperkes.  Coincidently 

Schipperkes were used on the 

canal barges in Belgium as 

ratters and message carriers 

and remain a favourite pet of 

many boating enthusiasts.   

This knowledge and skills were then transferred to other areas of building work, such as the 
repair of older properties in general. Approximately 25-30 full-time jobs were created in the 
local economy, with at least one-half of those generated through direct   employment on the 
building projects. A similar study on traditional farm building repairs in the Yorkshire Dales 
resulted in the creation of 74 jobs. The conservation of traditional farm buildings also pro-
vides economic value in terms of what it brings to the wider rural landscape. According to 
one study, in rural areas, 60% or more of employment in the tourism industry is stimulated 
by landscape quality, in which farm buildings play an important part. In the Yorkshire Dales, 
traditional farm buildings are a significant attraction for the area’s economically important 
tourism industry. 
 

Environmentally Sustainable 

Traditional farm buildings are also valuable for the role they play as an environmentally  
sustainable resource. By re-using farm buildings, it can alleviate pressure for green-field 
development. This is particularly important as more people move into the countryside. In-
stead of building new, traditional farm buildings can be converted into residences, provided 
this does not compromise the quality and character of the farm buildings and surrounding 
landscape. Traditional farm buildings also represent a significant environmental capital in 
their building materials and construction. According to one study, most of the cost for new 
build is in materials, not labour, while for repair and restoration projects, 70% is the value of   
labour, and only 30% for materials. Thus, through the continued use or re-use of traditional 
farm buildings, environmental sustainability can be achieved due to retained embodied  
energies.  

Part II investigates the Canadian context, with a look at the Rideau Canal Corridor study area.  
Discussed are its agricultural history, landscape and economics, as well as agriculture and 
conservation oriented policies which affect the conservation and long-term sustainability of 

traditional farm buildings •••• 

CONSERVING TRADITIONAL FARM BUILDINGS—con’t from Page 7 

IMPORTANT QUESTIONS NEED YOUR INPUT ! 

 

The Rideau Heritage Network will hold a General Meeting  

 September 8, 2010  

At the South Elmsley Municipal Complex 

To create a forum that will promote collaboration, allow for discussion and that will        

ultimately cause a sound understanding of what is required moving forward the RHN 

needs to hear from you. In order to develop the best agenda for this important event we 

ask that you answer the following questions as individuals, heritage groups, municipalities, 

etc. Please give this some serious thought and then send your responses by email to. 

rideauheritagenetwork@cogeco.net  

1. In terms of Rideau Heritage, what in your opinion was the most important accom-
plishment since World Heritage Site designation was achieved? 

2. In terms of Rideau Heritage, what in your opinion is the biggest challenge since 
World Heritage Site designation was granted? 

3. What topic/s would you most like to have addressed at the upcoming RHN General 
Meeting September 8, 2010? 

 

Please  

Respond No 
Later then  
July 16, 2010 

 


